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NATIONALS WON ON JAQUES.
The Best? — of Course!
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Thumbs up for
John

AN old injury, sustained many
years ago as a soccer goalie has
been holding up our Chairman’s
phenomenal correspondence out-
put. The thumb injury has been
reactivated by the continual typ-
ing that has been required mere-
ly to answer letters from well
wishers! But do not fear -
technology is at hand and the in-
trepid dictaphone will come to his
rescue.

Pessimists?

SUPPORT from the regional
press continues to maintain high
levels. The East Anglian Daily
Times is a good example of a
smart three column-spread for the
Clacton League.

Spare a thought for the ironic
name-tag attached to the very bot-
tom team in the bottom division
of the Clacton League - Optimists
- who have lost all seven matches
played but they have gained 5§
points which suggests a scoring
system of a point per game.

It is interesting how the points
scoring in local leagues shows
many variations. Years ago of
course, it was almost invariably
the old football format of 2 points
for a win, 1 for a draw, but the
vast majority of leagues have now
graduated to other systems.

A Cross Word
on Crosswords

To the solvers of Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, and Elsa, Mark and Lynda
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Smith in particular. The compiler
is wondering how you can split a
tracksuit four ways!

There is no objection to people
putting their heads together, but
we will not accept four entries in
the same handwriting - that was
not the intention of allowing
photocopies. The idea was to en-
courage entries from TTN addicts
who did not want to mutilate their
magazines!

Which is
best?

WHETHER the West German or
Swedish National Leagues will
benefit an English player most is
of course, arguable. The Germans
have Persson, Grubba, Waldner,
Lindh, Orlowski and until recent-
ly Xu Zen Cai with (incredibly)
Liang Ge Liang and Surbek play-
ing in the second division.

There is no doubt that Carl
Prean’s reverse commuting from
Germany to England is paying
dividends but likewise Alan
Cooke is also showing steady ad-
vancement by playing and prac-
ticing regularly with the top
Swedes.

Trivial answer?

WE hope the distributors of the
obviously highly successful game
Trivial Pursuits will be able to
make corrections when they find
that their answers are incorrect.

One table tennis enthusiast has
pointed out a gross error in a
question on table tennis in the
“Genus’’ edition. How many
people have spotted the mistake?
The question is ‘“What colour
shirts must table tennis players
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wear in official competition’’?
The ‘‘Answer’ is given as
““black’’. We all know that is in-
correct and no doubt the ETTA
will complain accordingly.

Speculation

It is interesting to speculate as to
how the wrong answer came into
being. Our theory is that the
regulations banning at one time,
light coloured clothing, were
roughly interpreted as ‘“black’’.
There is also a suspicion that this
matter may have a connection
with the USA where we believe
that the game is widely marketed
and originated.

Maps question symbols

Another question on the same
card refers to a symbol conven-
tion on Ordnance Survey maps,
which again may point to an
American origin. The USA not
being into the world table tennis
scene like many other nations
could account for the error.

My life in their
hands

was the rather nerve racking feel-
ing that Desmond Douglas ex-
perienced as the 1987 Europe Top
12 drew to a close. ‘“My last
match was a 3-0 win so the title
rested on the outcome of the game
between Sweden’s Jan Ove

Waldner and Andrzej Grubba of

Poland and it was a real nailbiter
- I have never felt so helpless in
controlling my own destiny.”
Thankfully Waldner went on to
win the match and after three 2nd
place finished Desmond became
champion.

Compiled by

FIONA BROWN &
JOHN WOODFORD

Rugger scores
a try over
table tennis!

THE Butterfly Welsh Open is
off. Scheduled for the Na-
tional Sports Centre of Wales
from April 1-4, the event has
had to give way to the Wales
v Ireland Rugger special at
Cardiff Arms Park. It is a
long story of problems with
hotel beds which Roy and
Nancy Evans might like to of-
fer a detailed account, but the
short version is that Cardiff
does not have a lot of hotel ac-
commodation. There is no
way that 170 table tennis peo-
ple could have been accom-
modated with the rugger peo-
ple who no doubt, will pay
more money and swamp the
city. The rugger match was
switched to April because of
the bad weather in January.

STOP PRESS!

As TTN goes to press there is
news that the Association of
Table Tennis Players have
made a very late attack in a
letter to the ETTA. The main
points are allegations of
discrimination against Joy
Grundy by not picking her for
India, faulting the selectors for
only sending three women to
New Delhi and generally tak-
ing the ETTA to task finan-
cially. For news of the
ETTA’s reply see the next
issue of this magazine.

Fiona’'s Farewell ....

Delays in publication ....

THE January issue was delayed for two reasons (a) late copy from
a prominent advertiser. ia the North of England (b) various delays con-
cerning the weather whicin at one stage blocked the lines on which copy
was flowing back and forth from our printers in Bishop Auckland to
Hastings. Since then the post has been delayed, many letters taking
a week or ten days to reach destinations.

This has caused some delay in the preparation of material for this
edition. We apologise for any inconvenience this may have caused our
readers.

FIONA BROWN, Associate Editor of this magazine, Development
Officer for the ETTA and Press Liaison executive is bidding farewell
to England and emigrating to Canada. She will be leaving for Canada
at the end of February. With her will go the best wishes of all those
who have worked with her for the last three years in table tennis.
Her efforts with Table Tennis News were especially valuable to me.
For the rest of the season it will be almost a one-man-band again. Next
season the team will have to be reformed if we are to continue to
progress with the magazine.
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